LETTER of RECOGNITION

Paul J. Willis
Poet Laureate for the City of Sante Barbara

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Barbara iy widely recognized as an artx center,
pronviding o spivitual home for creative activity, and for writers in pariicular; and

WHEREAS, since 1996 the Academy of American Poets has designated April as
MNational Poetry Month to highlight the extroovdinary achievenenis and ongoing
legacy of American Poets and increase visibility, presence, and accessibility of
poelry in owr communitics and culfure; and

WHEREAS, in 2003, the City of Santa Barbara recogmizing of the value of poetry
established @ Powt Laureate position and commissioned the City Arts ddvivory
Commiliee o nomingte the Poet Laureate in order to direct proper attention and
hanor to the spoken word by wiilizing poetry to celebrate and elevate compuunity
evenls; and

WHEREAS, the committee unanimously selected Paul J. Willis, who has inspired
generations of studenis ax a Professor of English at Westmont College since 1988
and has hix poetry published in five colleciions. Over 400 of his poemy kave been
published in more thar 100 literary journals, dwd 25 poems included in 25
anthologles and yeveral read by Garrison Keillor on the Writer's Afmanac an
Nagonal Public Radio; and

WHEREAS, Professor Willis has Inspired audiences throughou! the community,
hux been an invited poet in TO0 venues throughout the United States, and has served
as a fudge for local and national poetry contests; and

NOW: THEREFORE, I, HELENE SUCHNEIDER, by viriue of the authority
veisted in me ar Mayor of the City of Samta Barbara, Calijornia, do hereby bestow
upon Pawl J. Willis, the konor of serving av the City's Poet Lawreate for a two-year
term commencing April 1. 2011

IN WITNESS WHEREQT, [ have hereunto set my bund and
caured the Official Seal of the City of Sania Barbara, Culifirnia, to
be affixed thiv 12tk day of April 2011,

. Sk Aazé

HELENE SCHNEIDER
Mayor




